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By: Perry S.B. No. 577

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT
relating to the practice of therapeutic optometry.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
SECTION 1. Sections 351.358(b), (c), (d), and (e),
Occupations Code, are amended to read as follows:
(b) A therapeutic optometrist may:

(1) administer, perform, or prescribe ophthalmic
devices, procedures, and appropriate medications administered by
topical or oral means |[+—ip—accoxrdance—withthis-sectionand-Section
351 .3581 ] to diagnose or treat wvisual defects, abnormal
conditions, or diseases of the human vision system, including the

eye and adnexa; or

(2) administer medication by parenteral means for a

purpose and in a manner prescribed by Subsection (d) [4e)].
(c) A therapeutic optometrist may administer or prescribe
oral analgesics [fmeaicatons only in the following

classifications of oral pharmaceuticals:

[{4)] one three-day supply of any analgesic classified

as a controlled substance under Schedule [+dentified in Schedules]

III, IV, or [ard] V of 21 U.S.C. Section 812; and

84R7368 NC-F 1


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=OC&Value=351.358&Date=2/13/2015
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S.B. No. 577

(2) one three-day supply of hydrocodone or of a

hydrocodone combination product classified as a controlled

substance under Schedule ITI of 21 U.S.C. Section 812

[+e>] A therapeutic optometrist may inject appropriate

medication for a patient who has an anaphylactic reaction to
counteract the anaphylaxis. The therapeutic optometrist shall
immediately refer the patient to a physician.

SECTION 2. Section 351.3581, Occupations Code, is amended
to read as follows:

Sec. 351.3581. [ BEAGNOSES —AND] TREATMENT OF GLAUCOMA.
[+25-] A therapeutic optometrist may not administer or prescribe an
oral or parenteral medication or treat glaucoma wunless the
therapeutic optometrist holds a certificate issued by the board. A
therapeutic optometrist certified under this section [subsection]

shall be known as an optometric glaucoma specialist. To obtain a

certificate, a therapeutic optometrist must [as—xeguired under

Seection 351 365(e)]:

3
T

(1) complete an instructional clinical review course;
and

(2) pass an examination approved by the board.

[o—Neot—tater than—the 30th day after +the date of the
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This Act takes effect September 1, 2015.

SECTION 3.

19



